Canadian Council of Churches Encyclical Reading Circle Norms

Introduction: At your first meeting, we invite each reading group to create a list of community norms to help guide you as you gather. The intention of these norms is to help create a welcoming, respectful, and inclusive space as we gather across our differences to read Magnifica Humanitas together.

Suggested Process: We invite groups to create their own norms. Here is a suggested process to create them:
1. Ask group members to brainstorm 2-3 key group norms they believe will help foster a respectful and productive discussion.
2. Have each member share their norms, while giving space for listening, questions, and discussion.
3. As a group, using these options as base, try to come to consensus on the top 5 norms you want to guide you during your time together.
4. Return to these norms at the beginning of group sessions to review.

Sample Norms: Here are possible norms you can use as a group, shared here to inspire group discussion.
1. Respect each person & your different backgrounds and beliefs.
2. Share responsibility to include all voices in the discussion.
3. If you tend to speak a lot, speak less. If you tend to speak little, speak more. 
4. Allow everyone to speak. Listen actively. Don’t interrupt.
5. Stay focused on the topic. Tangent mindfully. 
